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An exploring bee arrives at its target

As a Master Beekeeper, Mea writes extensively about her work and shares her understanding and knowledge with many in the
world of bees. She writes for The American
Bee Journal and Bee Culture Magazine and
has contributed a section to the new edition of
The Hive and the Honey Bee, a seminal bee
reference book that has been revised every
decade since 1878. She is on the boards of
the U.C. Davis Mondavi Institute Honey and
Pollination Center and of SuperOrganism, a
non-profit benefiting sustainable agriculture.
Collecting pollen
Kathy Keatley Garvey

Not all explorers are human, and in September, we going to learn about one group of
these non-human explorers―honey bees.
Our speaker, journalist and illustrator
M.E.A. McNeil, is a master beekeeper who
not only writes and talks about bees, she
knows them personally and intimately from
30 years of experience, “from a time when
we put the bees in a box and left them until
we harvested honey.” Over the years, she
learned about bees by observing them, reading about them, and then studying for two
years in the University of Nebraska Master
Beekeeping program. She continues to study
her bee explorers because, she comments,
“Like anything else, the more you know, the
more you understand how much you don’t
know.”
The world of insects is vast. Indeed, they
are the dominant form of biological life on
earth. Bees are a significant part of this world,
around 20,000 known species. One group of
bees, the honey bee, is of crucial importance
to humans. Inhabiting every continent except
Antarctica, they live anywhere there are
insect-pollinated flowering plants, and thank
goodness they do. Those bees busily buzzing
around flowers are a crucial link in growing
the food we eat. To find the pollens that are
their food sources―and to fulfill their crucial role of spreading that pollen―bees are
constantly exploring. They are also communicating with one another, able to direct fellow
workers from their own hives to food sources
San Anselmo organic farmer Mea McNeil
through what appear to us like dance moves.
They are thought to rely on a sense of smell to help locate the food source once they have been
given directions by their foraging/exploring hive-mates.
Honey bees are colonial, often maintained, fed, and transported by beekeepers. For beekeepers to best take care of their charges, as our master beekeeper speaker M.E.A. McNeil will
make clear, beekeepers need to understand their bees. As she puts it, “some quests to understand them have been explorations as intrepid and painstaking as scaling a mountain.” In short,
a form of human exploration has taken place in order to understand bees as explorers.
Mea will open a window for us into the efforts to understand bees, telling us about some of
the people who have been deeply involved in this effort,“From a blind man who relied on the
eyes of a servant to an entomologist analyzing pollen in parts per billion, her discoveries such
as these will people this talk.” Mea will tell us about the challenges of being a bee keeper, and
what it takes to maintain a healthy hive. She will discuss how bees forage and reproduce, how
intimately they interact with their environment, and how that environment impacts the honey
they produce.

The Lowell Thomas Dinner — Santa Ana, CA
The Explorers Club Fall Gala hosted by all West Coast Chapters
October 11, 2014, events from the 10th-12th!
Sign up soon as it promises to sell out!

NorCA member!

Each fall, The Explorers Club honors a group
of explorers, members or not, who have
innovated in the field. The event is a blacktie celebration (or native dress) featuring the
awardees with a keynote address and attendence by exploring luminaries. Our neighbor
chapter to the south has provided an exciting
venue, the Bowers Museum of Cultural Art in
Santa Ana, California, provided by the generousity of member Museum Director Dr. Peter
Keller FN’84.
Our chapter has participated in the organzation as have TEC chapters from Fairbanks
to San Diego. This is a west-coast extravaganza!
The principle event is the gala dinner on
Saturday evening. A symposium will be held
when each of the awardees will make a presentation of his/her work; this too will be at
the Bowers, beginning at 9 a.m.
Friday evening will be a special dinner for
VIP attendees. Sunday there is an optional an
escorted visit to Hollywood*.
While the cost is greater than our normal
chapter meetings (go to the national website:

http://www.explorers.org/index.php/events/
detail/the_2014_lowell_thomas_awards_
dinner), we have substituted the LTD for our
October local gathering. Come along and
enjoy!

Travel and Hotel Information
The closest airport to the Bowers Museum is
Orange County/John Wayne Airport (SNA) and
there’s a special rate at the nearby Doubletree
Hotel (located at 100 The City Drive, Orange, CA
92868). Use the Bowers Museum preferred rate,
which is $105 plus tax and includes breakfast.
The Doubletree can be reached at 714-634-4500
and use the special code: “TEC”. The address for
the Bowers Museum is: 2002 North Main Street,
Santa Ana, CA 92706.
(http://www.bowers.org).

* On Sunday, there will be a special tour of “Hollywood” with a tour bus (size depending upon
number of registrations) that will be led by Explorers Club member Alan Feldstein and his wife
Diane Haithman. Many of Alan’s law-practice clients have included people and institutions in the
entertainment industry. Diane was a long time entertainment reporter for the Los Angeles Times
and recently wrote a book related to her experiences in Hollywood.
Part of the tour will include a visit to the Griffith Park Observatory who’s Executive Director is
TEC member Dr. Ed Krupp. The bus will leave approximately 9:30 am from the Doubletree and
return by 6:00 pm. The cost will be around $70 including lunch. Again, that will depend on the
number of those who sign up. A separate email blast will be sent shortly with the details of this
tour and also info on other recommended local Southern California attractions and activities of
interest to Explorers Club members.
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Member Moment, May 2014—Former

Langan

From the Chair— With all expectations
that you have enjoyed summer either here or out in
the field, we now return to the Northern California
Chapter Fall schedule. Many of us shared a glorious South of the Border themed afternoon in early
June, at the Boudreau’s lovely Casa in Sebastapol.
About the same time, in far away Kathmandu, more
than 2,000 Nepalese pulled off the largest ever tree
hugging record to celebrate Environment Day. Late
June, three Vietnam era Navy pilots led a wait-listed,
behind-the-scenes tour and lunch aboard the heroic
carrier, USS Hornet. This exciting Field Trip was
coordinated by Von Hurson. In July, your Board met,
setting in motion ambitious plans for the short- and
long-term goals we have established for our Chapter.
Earthquakes, floods, lightning-created forest fires,
fast-melting glaciers and floods, Oh My! Nature
never fails to inspire in us Explorers a motivation
to discover how to control or mitigate these events.
These and many other headline grabbers are but some
of the topics, so we look for in our quest for speakers
who can explain our active Mother Earth. We love to
vary the topics so count on you, our Members, to help
steer us to those professionals who are able to share
their fields of expertise.
Such is the case with our September speaker,
who will set our room abuzz as Mea McNeil helps
us delve into the apiary sciences. It is certain that we
will meet the “queen” up close and personal along
with her hive’s hoards of ambitious hunters and gatherers.
October 10-12 offers West-Coasters a unique
chance to participate in a Lowell Thomas weekend
without the long roundtrip to the East Coast to meet
explorers from afar. Please join your fellow Chapter
Members who are already signed up for the grand
Awards evening at the famous Bowers Museum in
Santa Ana which can be followed with a guided tour
of Hollywood on Sunday.
November’s meeting will highlight a scientist
from the Buck Institute. Dr. Tony Liang will take us
on an inside tour of our bodies, explaining emerging
solutions in the fight against cancer. His engaging
style will explain in layman language just how our
own cells can be recruited to fight the battle and save
our lives.
December will center on our annual Holiday
Party. Stay “tooned” on all events and act quickly to
secure reservations. We have many diverse topics
in the mill for 2015, all of which will be revealed
in future editions of this top-notch newsletter. (See
details of digital vs. print availability in the July 2014
edition, on line.)
–Capt. Rick Saber MN’01

Chair of our chapter, Lesley Ewing Ph.D.(newly minted!)
FN’93 spoke of the impact the Inca Trail and Machu Picchu
had upon her, years ago. The Incan appreciation for the space
between features (be it the stars or the heavens or the design
of their cities) impressed her as she read the 1979 “Charter of
Machu Picchu”. She understood their penchant to build places
for people actually to use and enjoy. This has influenced her
life since, and enhanced the drive to complete her academic
pursuit. Congratulations Lesley!

USS Hornet Field Trip- a traipse
through a Heroic and Historic Aircraft Carrier, June 2014 – The visit at the

former Alameda Naval Station was sold out and completely
subscribed as soon as it hit the press; we had wait-listed members hoping for a cancellation; two lucky couples succeeded!
We could accept but 32 in total due to the complexities of
an intense behind the scenes, non-public tour. Led by three
former Navy Pilots, who also were retired United Airlines
senior Captains, we met at the entry brow promptly at 0945,
and began a six-hour up-close-and-personal view of life aboard
one of the Essex Class WWll Carriers. All were brought aware
of the intense choreography played out daily on the decks, in
“CIC”, “Pri-Fly”, engine rooms, anchor, catapult & arresting
cable lockers, “Con 1 & 2”, primary Nav, hangar deck and the
Bridge. Colorful stories brought to life the dangers involved in
combat aboard Hornet.
Under heavy attack 59 times, she was never hit by a bomb,
torpedo or Kamikaze. In 14 months of combat, she destroyed
1,410 enemy aircraft and 1.25 million tons of enemy shipping!
While we enjoyed an excellent hot lunch in the Officers
Mess, more tales were spun by our three docents. Culminating our tour near 1600 hours, we viewed Capt. Willie Sharp’s
DVD documenting his rescue from an enemy sampan in
hostile waters. Willie was shot down in his mortally wounded
Crusader deep in Northern Vietnam. A number of his friends
created the DVD as a tribute on his 65th birthday.
The common feeling was that there is a definite desire to
return to Hornet and spend more time viewing the many excellent exhibits, or to revisit some of the areas in more detail, so
stay tooned. We may breathe life into this for us and for those
who could not make the field trip or missed the cutoff.

Chair Saber in command.

Tour docents: Rick Saber,
Willie Sharp & Dwight Lubich

The forward #1 engine control room

NorCa visits USS Hornet

Rick Saber standing by similar
plane he carrier qualified in,
North American T-28

Docent Dwight Lubich demos
Landing Signal Officer commands

From the Board It is curious but the Bylaws of The Explorers Club preclude a Board Meeting in July & August! It is not for a holiday—”get

thee into the field!” Our next meeting is scheduled in concert with the Lowell Thomas Dinner in October. Committees, in particular Membership, Flag
& Honors and both gala committees (Lowell Thomas and ECAD) were active. You know about LTD, exciting is the news that we will change New York
venues for next March’s ECAD—it will be held at the American Museum of Natural History! The committee is already working hard to make it the best
ever. Also of note was the early August decision by Judge Charles Ramos of the New York Supreme Court that prohibits the use of our name in the marketing of the Johnny Walker Explorers Club Collection around the world; this is a major recognition of our trademark and its value. –Lee Langan FN’99
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Northern California
Calendar of Events

(Venues are identified as soon as known.)

September 26, 2014 – Apiary Science

!
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September 26, San Francisco @ City Forest Lodge
USE

Our Next Event
September 26 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . M.E.A McNeill
Apiary Science  .  .  .  .  .  .  . City Forest Lodge
October 11  .  .  .  . Lowell Thomas Award Dinner
 .  .  .  .  .  Bowers Museum, Santa Ana, CA
Upcoming Events (2014/15)
October 25. . . . . . . . . . . . Dylan Burge
Botany Field Trip  .  .  .  .  .  . Golden Gate Park
November 21 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Tony Liang
Search for Cures  .  .  .  .  .  . City Forest Lodge
December 7 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Holiday Party
January 2015  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Brian Fisher
Entomology - Ants  .  .  .  .  . City Forest Lodge
February  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Romance & Discovery Under the Sea .  .  .  CFL
March 21  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .ECAD
American Museum of Natural History . New York
March .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
Canopy Field Trip
April  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . tba
May  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 
Underground Tour, CA Academy of Science
June Picnic  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Angel Island(?)
Earlier Chapter Events (2014)
April 25, 2014 .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dr. T. Mark Harrison
Mountain Building  .  .  .  .  . City Forest Lodge
April 26, 2014 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . FIELD TRIP
Geyser’s Field trip  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Richard Blake
May 23  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dr. Meg Lowman
Forest Canopies  .  .  .  .  .  . City Forest Lodge
June 8  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Summer Gathering
Gene & Sybil Boudreau’s home, Sebastapol
June 20 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . FIELD TRIP
USS Hornet  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Oakland

Send address changes and
corrections by email to Steve at

ecnca@oceanearth.org

Date FRIDAY, September 26, 2014
Place: City Forest Lodge
Reserve _____ spaces
254 Laguna Honda Blvd
Name:_______________________
San Francisco, CA 94116-1409
Address (if changed): ____________
(415) 753-8326
Companion: ___________________
Time: 6:30 - reception
Meal choice*:
7:15 - dinner — 8:00 - program
Cost: $49 in advance; $60 after 21 September
Students: $35. (2014 dues: members, $25; Sirdars, $50)
Please mail reservation information, checks & dues to Steve Smith,
email ecnca@oceanearth.org, call (925) 934-1051, or
mail to 402 Via Royal, Walnut Creek, CA 94597

We have an established PayPal account.
For those of you who have an account, you can sign up and remit dinner costs to the NorCA
Chapter by transferring money to: explorersnorca@gmail.com

There is a PAYPAL BUTTON on our website (www.explorersnorca.org); easy to use!
(There is a slight extra fee of $2 for this service.)
*September Meal Options (select your choice)
Tri-tip of beef; salmon and veggie: eggplant parmesan

The City Forest Lodge is a meeting place in the heart of San Francisco. The lodge is hidden in a driveway
just south along Seventh Avenue as it turns into Laguna Honda Boulevard. There is always local parking in
the neighborhood! Please do not park in the adjacent church parking area.
Location details should be researched in advance
There is parking, and the location, while unfamiliar to some, is easy to find tucked away just across from
the City’s Laguna Honda Hospital. Once the lot is full, park within the neighborhood, just uphill to the west.
Muni access is VERY easy from downtown via the light-rail Taraval ‘L’ Line and Ocean View ‘M’ Line.
Exit at the Forest Hill station and walk a block north. These lines can be reached by BART and the Peninsula’s CalTrain. (Forest Hill Station is located deeper underground than any other Muni Metro station; so much
so that, unlike other stations, most people use an elevator to reach the platform at Forest Hill.)

